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Finally, the 11,034 m sounﬂlng of Vityaz in 1957 that you accept
(Hansen et al, Priroda no, 6, 1959) is wrong for three reasons and should

6i“ L 6i“ ?B[J '—'/:E_’ [/ 771, be discarded (but probably w111 go on being cited forever):
(R L [

1) The sounding was'"audible" only; and could only be guessed
by the operator.
generalized scale (400 m?)=

3 . (SRR =
ODVG&)O 71:- (E{}#l\ 1980)0 Z®D ft 2) The drive speed was highly variable; “no frequency control

was possible,

It almost certainly came as a late side echo with Vityaz

well north of the sedimented deep that produced the strong
late echo,
from the trench axis as established by satellite-controlled survey]|

There was no trace, and it was on a very

Her plotted position for that sounding is far
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Toh-o7-, GEBCO FH/mD A=y MR
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO ucsD

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu T GILMAN DRIVE
GEOLOGICAL RESEARCH DIVISION LA JOLLA, CALEFORNIA 52083-02 1 5
R. L. Fisher, 0215

3 March, 1992

Dr. Yoshio Iwabuchi, Chiel Hydrogrpher
Hydrographic Department
itime Safety Agency
3-1, Tsukijl 5-Chome
Chuo-ku, Tokyo
1M JAPAN

Dear Dr. Iwabuchi,

I was delighted to receive your fetter of 24 February, its various enclosures, and the
socompanying mailing luhr that contained rIn: meticulous large scale plots of Takuyo's 1984
xplomtions and the resulting contours. 1am convinced that this work by your hydrographers has
the definitive data, Therefor, 1 am Ic l‘c\ mlly pleased that you will dmp the bogus”
sounding and that we can agree 10,920% 5 m (or 10, :2{11 10 m 3f you prefer) for
formal tabulations.

Thank you also for the recent and more precise maxdmum soundings of the reaches:
Kuril - Kamchatka (9550 m : 1962 : Tnkuyo)

T2 — Ogaeawarn (9780 m : 1988 : Takuvo)

Palau {%‘ﬂ-lﬂm 1985 : Takuyo)

Nanseishoto (7460 : 1986 : Takiyo)

Since these all are ma |]l|ple< of 10 m, I assume you would assign io each a (PDR or Seabear)
precisionof £ 5 morx 10 m. [ shall be most haj 1o puddd these record soundings and
coordinates s th : eppu-nr!nlc positions in my nug ux reference tabulation,

With myy very best hopes that we may mc you or some of your staff one day at SI0.
Please give my long time friend Noriyaki Nas abrzo for me when you encounter him,

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ.ﬁhi e

Robert L. Fisher
RLF:kms
ce: DD, Seout

THLEX: 188509 « TELEMAIL ADDRESS: srippswwd = FAX: 619.5M-0784
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Tracklines of

Challenger voyage of 1950 to 1952

TAKUYO

Bathymetric Chart by TAKUYO

World's Greatest Depth in the Challenger Deep (Mariana Trench)

By Kunio Yashima, Japan Hydrographic Association

World's deepest depth in Challenger Deep in Mariana Trench

Depth: 10,920+10m

Soundings: Seabeam
Ship:

Kondo

Year: 1984

Position: 11°22.4'N,142 "35.5E
hybrid (NNSS Loran-C,OMEGA)

Japanese S/V TAKUYO, JHOD.JCG
Scienlists: Hideo Nishida, Kenji Muneta and Tadashi

CTD Observation

Japanese S/V TAKUYO carried out precise submarine lopographic survey by using a Narmw Multi-Beam Echo
Sounder (Sea Beam) for about 500 miles in sounding lines covering an area of about 140km? in Challenger Deep in
Mariana Trench for three days from 17 to19 February 1984,

Correction for sound velocity was made with the data on water temperature and salinity obtained by observafions
carried out in the area using the CTD system(-4,500m). Employing the data lhus oblained, a bathymetric chart covering
the area was prepared, and it was found that the Challenger Deep is flat-bottomed axial pocket about one nautical mile
in N-S direction, four n.m.in E-W direction, with trend about 075",

TAKUYO's survey results were examined by some GEBCO experts including Dr. Robert Fisher of 510 and
confirmed her record as world's deepest depth instead of 11,034m by VITYAZ(1957) shown in GEBCO 5.06 at the 1953
GEBCO Guiding Commillee .
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